
 

 

  
 

 

 
Tournament Fact Sheet 

      
The Masters Tournament 

April 9 - 12, 2015 
 

Augusta National Golf Club 
Augusta, Ga. 

 
Golf Course Management 
Information 
 
GCSAA Class A Golf Course 
Superintendent:  

Brad Owen 
 
Availability to media:  
Contact Steve Ethun, Director of 
Communications  
Education:  

Turfgrass Management, Pennsylvania 
State University, State College, Pa., 
1987 

Age: 50 
Years as a GCSAA member: 29 
GCSAA affiliated chapter:  

Georgia Golf Course Superintendents 
Association 

Years at this course: 28 
Previous tournaments hosted by facility: 

1934-1942, 1946-2014 The Masters 
Tournament 

Get to know the superintendent: 
 Brad Owen is a board member of the 
 Georgia Golf and Environmental 
 Foundation 
 
 
 

Course statistics 
 
Average tee size: 1,500 sq. ft. 
Average green size: 6,486 sq. ft.  
Soil conditions on the course: Sand based 
 Greens and tees and clay fairways 
Green construction soil mix:  

USGA (sand 90%, peat 10%)  
Acres of fairway: 100   

Source of water: Pond, river 
Acres of rough: 40 
Drainage conditions: Good 
Sand bunkers: 40 
Water hazards: 6   
 

 
 

 
 
Environmental 
management/features 
 
Water conservation, management and/or 
controls: 
 
Augusta National uses hand watering, thermal 
imaging of surfaces, system calibration, 
computerized irrigation scheduling and 
monitoring based on field scout inputs, sensor 
data and weather station data to manage and 
conserve water. 
 
 

 
Unusual wildlife on the course 

 
Beaver 
 
Predominate species of trees on course: 
 
Loblolly pines 

 
 
Course architect/date:  

Alister MacKenzie, 1933 
 

 
Other key course management 
personnel 

 
Brent Seyer, GCSAA Member Senior 
 Assistant Superintendent 

 Primary Grasses 
Height of 

Cut 

Tees Ryegrass 0.312" 

Fairways Ryegrass 0.375" 

Greens Bentgrass 0.125" 

Rough Ryegrass 1.375" 

Course characteristics 
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David Clark, GCSAA Member Second 
 Assistant Superintendent 
Fred Hartenstein, Equipment Manager 
William P. Payne, Club Chairman 
Will Jones, Executive Director 
Jeff Knox, Green Committee Chairman 
Tommy Crenshaw, Horticulturist 
Tony Sessa, PGA Professional 
J.J. Weaver, PGA Professional 
Marsh Benson, Senior Director, Golf Course 
 and Grounds 

 
 
Golf Course Superintendents 
Association of America 
 
GCSAA is a leading golf organization and has 
as its focus golf course management. Since 
1926, GCSAA has been the top professional 
association for the men and women who 
manage golf courses in the United States and 
worldwide. From its headquarters in Lawrence, 
Kan., the association provides education, 
information and representation to nearly 18,000 
members in more than 72 countries. GCSAA's 
mission is to serve its members, advance their 
profession and enhance the enjoyment, growth 
and vitality of the game of golf. Find GCSAA on 
Facebook, follow GCSAA on Twitter, and visit 
GCSAA at www.gcsaa.org. The Environmental 
Institute for Golf is the philanthropic 
organization of the GCSAA, and has as its 
mission to foster sustainability through 
research, awareness, education, programs and 
scholarships for the benefit of golf course 
management professionals, golf facilities and 
the game. Visit www.eifg.org. 
 
For additional information please visit 
gcsaa.org/newsroom or contact the 
Communications Department at 800-472-7878. 
 

Craig Smith 
Director of Communications and Media 
Relations 
Phone: 785-832-4431 
Cell: 785-691-9197 
Email: csmith@gcsaa.org 
 

Media story ideas to consider 
 

 Water: Golf’s biggest challenge 

 The benefits of a golf course to the 
community and the environment 

 What’s new in turfgrass research 

 Superintendents doing more with less 

 Get to know an interesting 
superintendent 

 Who’s in charge? A visit with the CEO 
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