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R Congress of the Wnited States e
e House of Representatines "
Washingtan, DE 205155005 il

February 8, 2018 Verown
‘The Honorsble Michsel Conaway ‘The Honorable Coln Petersn e
Chairman Ranking Member

House Commiee on Agricuture House Commitee on Agriculture

1301 Longworth Offce Building. 1305 Longworth Offce Buikling.

Washinglon, D.C. 20515 Washingion, D.C. 20515

Dear Chaiman Conaway and Ranking Member Peterson,

As you continue (o work on the Farm Bill we askyou include theatached Turlgrassrescarch iniitive
language. Thisproposed language requests o authoizaion for approprations. Insead, i offrsa sense of
‘Congress o the US Department of Agiculture nd prvate industy 0 icresse ocus on tur’s positive benefits

for the environmental and sesthetc qualiies of ourlandscapes and recreation rcas.

America leads al ther ations with scienifcdiscovery and production of trfgrass poducts. This
vital Horticulure crop comprises approximately 60 millon acrs natonwide, and generats S60 millon per
year 0 oureconomy. ncluding urfgrassresarch as one of the lsed high prority research nd extension
niitives encouragesthediscovery o solutions i areas ranging,from drought and waterconservation, 050l
erosion mitgaton and enhancing commercial,recreaional, and residentil spaces. Tusf rescarch s espeialy
important for Midwest and Western tates, gven their exposure 1 all types of climate-selated v

‘We appreciate your consderation and respectflly ask you o keep n mind the grestbenefits that turf
rescarch provides s you contnue to work on the Farm Bill.
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Frank D. Lucas Michelle Lujen Grishasa
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