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Philanthropy
Management 
and General 5%
138,886

Environmental 
Programs 6%
168,591

Research 10%
275,876

Advocacy 17%
464,902

Education 23% 
620,714

Rounds 4 
Research 24%
655,592

Fundraising 11%
291,419

Scholarships 4%
100,133

Founded in 1955 as the GCSAA Scholarship and Research 
Fund for the Golf Course Superintendents Association of  
America, the Foundation serves as the association’s philan-
thropic organization and relies upon the support of donors to: 

The GCSAA Foundation relies upon the support of  
donors to:
•	 Fuel innovation through research
  •	 Expand knowledge of golf course management  
	 professionals through education
  •	 Tell golf’s story through advocacy and outreach
•	 Help bright minds pursue their dreams through 		
	 scholarships
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First Green
First Green, an innovative GCSAA program, pairs golf courses with local schools for unique science, technol-
ogy, engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM) learning opportunities. Through a generous $1 million gift 
from Mike and Tami Hoffman, creating and implementing lesson plans that incorporated the creative arts was 
a key priority in 2024. A teacher task group helped to develop new, arts-based curriculum including “Design 
Your Own Golf Course Hole” and “Photography on the Golf Course.”  

In 2024, GCSAA organized 107 field trips reaching 6,400 elementary, middle, and high school students. First 
Green field trips have been held in 42 states, Canada, the U.K., Australia, and Pakistan. 
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Education, Scholarships, and Grants
Continuing education is vital in keeping golf course managers up to date on current trends in the industry. 
Every year, there are advancements in environmental and agronomic techniques that help maintain healthy 
turfgrass and enable sustainable practices. In 2024, 84 recipients received funding through 10 key schol-
arship and grant programs. These opportunities are available each year for children and grandchildren of 
GCSAA members, as well as turfgrass students, future researchers, assistant superintendents, equipment 
managers, and superintendents who are interested in advancing their careers. 



Research Initiatives
GCSAA Foundation-funded research assists the efforts of golf course managers in operating their 
courses with greater sustainability and efficiency. The Foundation remains committed to funding 
applied scientific research that improves every aspect of the game – from player enjoyment to 
resource management.  

Rounds 4 Research is an innovative program aimed at generating resources to fund research and 
help ensure golf’s future. Its goal is to address a critical shortage of funding for ongoing, universi-
ty-based agronomic research, education, and advocacy programs. The 2024 Rounds 4 Research 
campaign raised an all-time high of $690,167.  
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Golf Course Environmental Profile 
This year, The Foundation continued to support the Golf Course  
Environmental Profile – which is critical to the future of the game of golf. 
This profile enables us to ensure the profession and industry are well  
represented by all course types, budget levels, and locations. It conveys 
accurate data on the land use, management of natural resources, and  
environmental stewardship associated with golf courses across the country. 

Best Management Practices
Golf course best management practices (BMPs) offer guidelines for  
superintendents to manage their facilities in an efficient and environmentally  
sustainable manner. In 2017, GCSAA launched an initiative to establish 
BMPs in all 50 states. As of December 2020, this goal was met – and in 
2024, Ontario  published the first BMP for Canadian provinces. GCSAA  
continues to host educational workshops across the nation aimed at 
building awareness and enabling superintendents to craft personalized, 
course-specific BMP manuals.
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 U
SE Executive SummaryLand-use and energy practices on U.S. golf facilities were measured for the first time in 2006 and 2008, respectively (Lyman et al. 2012; Lyman et al. 2007). In order to measure change, these sur-veys were repeated in 2015 (Gelernter et al. 2017a; 2017b).The objective of this third survey was to document changes in land-use and energy practices since the first surveys.

Land UseFacility AcresIn 2021, the projected total acre-age of U.S. golf facilities was 2,131,838 acres, which was a 12% reduction from 2005 (Table 1). The median acreage of an 18-hole golf facility was 146 acres, which was equivalent to the golf facility acres in 2005 and 2015 (Figure 1). The North Central region reported the greatest facility acres (158) and the Pacific region 

Property study reports continued 
reduction in manicured acresIt’s hard to look at a golf course and not be in awe of the natural beauty. 

How this land is used and what management practices take place on them 

are at the heart of why GCSAA began the Golf Course Environmental Pro-

file in 2006. 
The information gained from the GCEP surveys is vital to how we com-

municate with regulators, legislators and the public. On behalf of the board 

of directors, I want to thank everyone who participated in this study and gave 

us a window into their facilities and practices.  The total acres of U.S. golf facilities declined by 12% from 2005 to 2021. 

Much of this reduction from 2.4 million acres to 2.1 million was likely the 

result of facility closures. Similarly, from 2005 to 2021, the projected acres of maintained turfgrass 

declined by 14%. While much of this reduction can also be attributed to 

course closures, the median maintained turfgrass acreage declined by 3% 

indicating efforts are being made by golf facilities to reduce their footprint. 

While a significant portion of the reduction in total acres and maintained acres may have been 

caused by factors outside of the superintendent’s control, we continue to see an increase in practices 

that reduce the environmental footprint of the golf industry. More golf facilities used cleaner energy 

sources, such as natural gas and solar-electric, and fewer golf facilities used gasoline and diesel in 

2021 than in 2005.The evidence is clear that GCSAA superintendents are essential to the success of golf and the 

long-term future of the game.

Kevin P. Breen, CGCS2023 GCSAA President

Figure 1. Median acres of 18-hole golf facilities in the US and by region in 2005, 2015, and 2021.
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Government Affairs 
In 2024, numerous bills were introduced at the state and local levels that have an impact on golf course 
management. Thanks to the work of the GCSAA members across the country, chapter lobbyists, and the 
GCSAA government affairs team, many of these harmful bills were defeated. 

The GCSAA Grassroots Ambassadors program celebrated its 10th anniversary, as recruitment continues to 
soar. There are now 580 advocates spanning 424 congressional districts. Growing this advocacy group will 
only help to further GCSAA’s reach and influence with Congressional leaders tasked with making critical 
decisions on issues impacting the future of the industry.  GCSAA’s reach and influence with Congressional 
leaders tasked with making critical decisions on issues impacting the future of the industry.
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Your Support
With your help, the GCSAA Foundation can continue to provide funding for research, 
education, advocacy, and scholarships that benefit all who come into contact with 
the game of golf. Thank you to all of our donors who helped make 2024 a great 
success. https://www.gcsaa.org/foundation/supporters

Show your commitment to the future of the game by making a donation today. 
https://gcsaa-foundation.snwbll.com/giving-portal



1421 Research Park Drive
Lawrence, KS 66049
www.gcsaa.org/foundation 
800.472.7878


