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 Let’s hope good news travels  faster. 
Despite plentiful water, states draft river rules 

Tuesday, September 7, 2010 2:10 AM EDT 

HARTFORD (AP) — Water is plentiful in New England, but that's not stopping several states from drafting 
regulations to ensure it's available despite droughts, heat spells and development pressures. 

 

Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island rules will regulate so-called stream flows governing how 
water utilities and businesses can tap into waterways — while trying to allay environmentalists' concerns 
over fish habitats and recreation. Maine has had regulations in force for three years. 

 

"Our state has enough water falling on it that, on paper, there should be enough water for all the users," 
said Connecticut Rep. Mary Mushinsky, who backed legislation calling for regulations. "Our system should 
be sustainable but we've never resolved conflicts between users in such a way that it's predictable or 
manageable." 

 

A long-running problem was resolved just this summer, more than 20 years after Waterbury began 
diverting water from the Shepaug River for municipal use without releasing surplus water from its 
reservoir, as demanded by environmentalists. 

 

Environmentalists alarmed by the low levels of the Shepaug sued Waterbury in the late 1990s and forced 
state lawmakers to consider new stream-flow rules. Releases began this summer under a new plan, 
keeping the river's water levels at acceptable levels, said Margaret Miner, executive director of Rivers 
Alliance of Connecticut. 

 

Even after the legislature ordered the DEP to come up with new regulations, another river ran dry. That 
happened when the University of Connecticut pumped from an adjacent well field that tapped the Fenton 
River, resulting in a fish kill. 



             More Good Press 



          The Business of Golf 



      Another Day Testifying in Hartford 
Written Testimony of 

Scott Ramsay, Legislative Chair 

Connecticut Association of Golf Course Superintendents 

SB 254, An Act Restricting the Application of Fertilizers that Contain Phosphate 

Environment Committee 

March 7, 2012 

Good morning Senator Meyer, Representative Roy, Senator Roraback, Representative 
Chapin and the members of the Environment Committee.  My name is Scott Ramsay, I’m 
the Legislative Chair of the Connecticut Association of Golf Course Superintendents.  I’m 
here today to testify on SB 254, An Act Restricting the Application of Fertilizers that 
Contain Phosphate.  Phosphorous is an essential, organic element necessary for plant 
growth. Used properly it is essential for a healthy turf environment. Restricting the use 
of phosphorous would create many consequences, both known and unknown. I 
respectfully request that golf turf be exempt from these restrictions. 

Today’s turf managers are far more aware of the potential impact of the improper use of 
Phosphorous than compared to only a few years ago. Technology and information has 
changed the way we as professional turf managers look at our applications to turf. We 
can more accurately measure, test and research the interactions between our turf and 
the adjacent environment. 

 



        Phosphorous Regulation 



             Phosphorous Exemption 

 



            Reframe the Conversation 
            Big Sprinklers Jobs…Business…Revenue 



                      Thanks To All… 
      We Will Continue To Evangelize 
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