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How Has HazCom Not Changed? 

• Basic framework will remain the same 
• Scope 
• Exemptions 
• Written plan required 
• Communication of hazards through 

labels and safety data sheets 
• Training 
• Does it work for you??? 

 



How Has HazCom Changed? 

• Hazard classification:  
Provides specific criteria for classification of health 
and physical hazards, as well as classification of 
mixtures.  

• Labels:  
Chemical manufacturers and importers will be 
required to provide a label that includes a harmonized 
signal word, pictogram, and hazard statement for each 
hazard class and category. Precautionary statements 
must also be provided.  

• Safety Data Sheets:  
Will now have a specified 16-section format.  



Appendices are the Secret 

• Appendix A, Health Hazard Criteria (Mandatory) 
(NEW) 

• Appendix B, Physical Hazard Criteria (Mandatory) 
(NEW) 

• Appendix C, Allocation of Label Elements 
(Mandatory) (NEW) 

• Appendix D, Safety Data Sheets (Mandatory) (NEW) 
• Appendix E, Definition of “Trade Secret” 

(Mandatory) 
• Appendix F, Guidance for Hazard Classifications re: 

Carcinogenicity (Non-Mandatory) (NEW) 



Dates of Implementation 

Effective Completion Date Requirement(s)  Who 

December 1, 2013 
 

Train employees on the new label elements 
and safety data sheet (SDS) format.  

 Employers  

June 1, 2015*  
 
December 1, 2015 

Compliance with all modified provisions of 
this final rule, except:  
The Distributor shall not ship containers 
labeled by the chemical manufacturer or 
importer unless it is a GHS label 
 

Chemical manufacturers, 
importers, distributors 
and employers 

June 1, 2016 Update alternative workplace labeling and 
hazard communication program as 
necessary, and provide additional employee 
training for newly identified physical or 
health hazards. 

Employers  
 

Transition Period to the 
effective completion dates 
noted above 

May comply with either 29 CFR 1910.1200 
(the final standard), or the current standard, 
or both 
 

Chemical manufacturers, 
importers, distributors, 
and employers 

Published Date: March 26, 2012 
Effective Date: May 25, 2012 



11 Health Hazard Classes 

• Acute Toxicity 
• Skin Corrosion/Irritation 
• Serious Eye Damage/Eye Irritation 
• Respiratory or Skin Sensitization 
• Germ Cell Mutagenicity 
• Carcinogenicity 
• Reproductive Toxicity 
• Specific Target Organ Toxicity Single Exposure 
• Specific Target Organ Toxicity Repeated or Prolong 

Exposures 
• Aspiration Hazard 
• Simple Asphyxiant  



18 Physical Hazard Classes 

• Explosives 
• Gases Under Pressure 
• Self-reactive Chemicals 
• Pyrophoric Liquids 
• Pyrophoric Solids 
• Pyrophoric Gases 
• Self-heating Chemicals 
• Organic Peroxides 
• Chemicals Which, in 

Contact with Water, 
Emit flammable Gases 

• Flammable Gases 
• Flammable Aerosols 
• Flammable Liquids 
• Flammable Solids  
• Oxidizing Gases  
• Oxidizing Liquids 
• Oxidizing Solids 
• Corrosive to Metals 
• Combustible Dust  



Physical Hazards 



 



Elements of Shipping Labels 

• Product identifier 
• Contact information 
• Standardized hazard pictograms 
• Standardized signal words 

– “Danger” or “Warning” 
• Standardized hazard statements 

(codified) 
• Precautionary statements (codified) 

– Prevention, response, storage, disposal 



Hazard Statements 

 Example:  Flammable liquids 
• Category 1: Extremely flammable gas and vapor 
• Category 2: Highly flammable liquid and vapor 
• Category 3: Flammable liquid and vapor 
• Category 4: Combustible liquid 

 



Appendix C 

 

56 classes 



Cheat Sheets Flame 

Flammable gases 1 
Flammable aerosols 1, 2 
Flammable liquids 1, 2, 3 
Pyrophoric liquids 1, 2 
Pyrophoric solids 1, 2 
Pyrophoric gases 
Self-heating chemicals 1, 2  
Emits flammable gas upon contact 

w/H2O 1, 2, 3 
Organic peroxides B, C, D, E, F 
Self-reactive chemicals B, C, D, E, F 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:GHS-pictogram-flamme.svg


I Just Like This Poster 

• Go to: 
http://www.safe
workaustralia.g
ov.au/sites/swa/
about/publicatio
ns/pages/classif
ication-
labelling-poster 

• Go to bottom of 
page for links to 
one page or four 
page poster. 



Label Example 



Workplace Labeling 

• OSHA is maintaining the approach used in 
the current HCS that allows employers to use 
workplace-specific labeling systems as long 
as they provide the required information. 

• However, such workplace label systems may 
need to be updated to make sure the 
information is consistent with the new 
classifications.  

• NFPA/HMIS Systems  
– (ratings systems v. classification)  
 



Safety Data Sheets 
Appendix D 

• Identification  
• Hazard identification  
• Composition/information on 

ingredients  
• First aid measures  
• Firefighting measures  
• Accidental release 

measures  
• Handling and storage  
• Exposure controls/personal 

protection  (include 
exposure limits) 

• Physical and chemical 
properties  

• Stability and reactivity  
• Toxicological 

information  
• Ecological information  
• Disposal 

considerations  
• Transport information  
• Regulatory information  
• Other information 



Updated HazCom Webpage 



Thank You for Your Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


