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Since 1926 the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) has been the top professional association for the men 
and women who manage golf courses in the United States and worldwide. From its headquarters in Lawrence, Kan., the association 
provides education, information and representation to nearly 19,000 members in more than 75 countries. GCSAA’s mission is to serve 
its members, advance their profession and enhance the enjoyment, growth and vitality of the game of golf.  

Tournament Fact Sheet  
 

 

Course Manager 
Rodney McKay 
Phone: 0784105613 
Email: rodney@galgormcastle.com 
Twitter: @RJM198 
Years at Galgorm Castle: 21    
Years as a Course Manager: 4 ½ years 
Previous Courses: N/A 
Hometown: Ballymena 
 
Professional Tournaments Hosted: This is 2nd ISPS 
  Event for McKay. He has also hosted the Northern  
  Ireland Open (10 times) and the Dubai Duty Free Irish 
  Open in 2020. 
 
Other Key Golf Personnel 
Richard McKay, Assistant Superintendent 
Mervyn McDowell, Assistant Superintendent 
Mervyn McDowell, Equipment Manager 
Ross Oliver, Director of Golf 
Gary Henry, Managing Director 
 
Number of Employees: 10 
Number of Tournament Volunteers: 10 
 
Course Architect 
Architect (year): Simon Gidman (1997) 
 
 

 
 
Tournament Fact Sheets for the PGA, LPGA, Champions 
and Korn Ferry Tours and USGA and PGA of America 
championships can be found all year at: 
https://www.gcsaa.org/media/tournament-fact-sheets 

 

Tournament Set-up 
Par: Men 70 / Women 73 
Yardage: Men 7,100 / Women 6,585 
Stimpmeter: 12 
 
Course Statistics 
Average Green Size: 5,382 sq. ft.(500 sq.m) 
Acres of Fairway: 30 
Acres of Rough: 60 
Number of Sand Bunkers: 48 
Number of Water Hazards: 6 lakes, 2 rivers 
Number of Holes Water is in Play: 13 
Soil Conditions: Clay 
Water Sources: River and lakes 
Drainage Conditions: Good 

 
Turfgrass 
Greens: 70% creeping bentgrass / 30% poa  
2.75mm 
Tees: Dwarf perennial ryegrass, fescue, 
bentgrass  8mm 
Fairways: Fescue, bentgrass, poa  10mm 
Rough: Fescue, bentgrass, smooth stalked 
meadow grass  80mm 
 
Additional Notes 
• Winter 2020 projects included new 
greenside bunkers on No. 4, 6 and 7; 
redesigned bunker on No. 2; redesigned 
greenside bunker on No. 8; redesigned tee 
box on No. 7; new fairway bunker on No. 
18; redesign of No. 18 with new water 
feature adjacent to green and refurbished 
bunkering. 

• Area had a cold spring with frost on the 
course every morning in April. Then area 
had an unusually dry June. 

• McKay has let the rough uncut to save on 
fuel and help wildlife. Hundreds of trees 
have been planted the last 10 years. 

ISPS Handa World Invitational 
Galgorm Castle • Ballymena, Northern Ireland • July 29-August 1, 2021 
 


