
 
 
 

Mike Strauss • Media Relations Manager • (O) 785-312-5164 • (C) 785-865-8444 • mstrauss@gcsaa.org • www.gcsaa.org 

Since 1926 the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA) has been the top professional association for the men and women who 
manage golf courses in the United States and worldwide. From its headquarters in Lawrence, Kan., the association provides education, information and 
representation to 20,000 members in more than 78 countries. GCSAA’s mission is to serve its members, advance their profession and improve 
communities through enjoyment, growth and vitality of the game of golf.  

 
 

Tournament Fact Sheet  
 

Director of Agronomy 

Charlie Aubry, GCSAA 
Years as GCSAA Member: 18 
Years at East Lake: 10 (2 as director of agronomy) 
Years as a Superintendent: 6 
Previous Courses: Atlanta Country Club (assistant), Ventana 
Canyon (assistant), Coeur D’Alene Resort (intern) 
Hometown: Rochester, Mich. 
Education: Michigan State University 
Professional Tournaments Hosted: Aubry has been involved in 
11 Tour Championships and this will be his 10th East Lake Cup.  
Contact: Mike Strauss:  mstrauss@gcsaa.org / 785-865-8444 
 
Other Key Agronomy Personnel 
David Watts, superintendent; Banks Woodrick, lead assistant 
superintendent; Taylor Luckado, lead assistant superintendent; 
Jordan Sayles, second assistant superintendent; Chris Lewis, 
equipment manager; Mandy Rowell, tournament coordinator 
Agronomy Employees: 38  
Golf Course Dogs: George, a great Dane; Lady Bird, a vizsla; 
Pappi, a yellow lab 
 
Course Architect 
Tom Bendelow (1904) 
Renovation: Donald Ross (1913), George Cobb (1959), Rees 
Jones (1994, 2008, 2016), Andrew Green (2023-24) 
 
Notable 
• Changes to the course since last year include a small fairway 
reduction on No. 17 and a shortgrass expansion on the left side 
of No. 8 approach. 
• Before the 2024 Tour Championship the course was 
completely rebuilt from the ground up with turfgrass 
conversions, bunker placement and stream reclamation, etc… A 
1949 aerial photo guided reshaping of fairways and greens. The 
restoration was committed to environmental stewardship.  
 

Tournament Setup  
Par: 36-36--72 
Yardage: 7,440 
 
Turfgrass 
Greens: TifEagle bermudagrass .130” 
Collars: Prizm zoysiagrass .235” 
Approaches: Prizm zoysiagrass .235” 
Tees: Zorro zoysia / Tahoma 31 bermudagrass .500” 
Fairways: Zorro zoysiagrass .475” 
Rough: Tifway 419 bermudagrass 1.75” 
 
Course Statistics  
Average Green Size: 6,238 sq. ft. 
Acres of Fairway: 29 (up from 24 in 2023) 
Acres of Rough: 70 (down from 90 in 2023) 
Number of Sand Bunkers: 78 (76,000 sq. ft.) (up from 74 
bunkers in 2023) 
Number of Water Hazards: 5 
Number of Holes Water is in Play: 8 (up from 6 in 2023) 
Soil Conditions: Red Georgia Clay 
Water Sources: 25-acre pond / lake 
Drainage: Good 
High Elevation: 1,045’ 
Low Elevation: 955’ 
 
Links 
GCSAA Tournament Fact Sheet Home: 
 https://www.gcsaa.org/media/tournament-fact-sheets 
GCSAA Website: https://www.gcsaa.org/ 
GCM (GCSAA Magazine): https://gcmonline.com/ 
Superintendent X: @aubry_charles 
Course X: @eastlakegc 
Tournament X: @eastlakecup 
GCSAA X: @GCSAA 
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